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Tamil Journalist Subramaniam Sugirtharajan would have been 53 years old had he been alive.
Sadly, his life was snatched by state killers 17 years ago when he was 36 years old. He was
assassinated because he proved through indisputable photographic evidence over how five
students were executed in the eastern coastal town of Trincomalee by state security forces on
the second day of 2006. The Sri Lanka government claimed that the students met with their
death when a bomb they were carrying exploded. Sugirtharajan exposed the truth. The number
of media professionals killed or forcibly disappeared before and after Sugirtharajan adds up to
nearly 50. The overwhelming majority are Tamil.Most of them, including Prageeth
Ekneligoda abducted in the capital four years later on the same date met their dreadful fate in
January. That makes January black for journalist. The whole country is in darkness because
governments, that grant impunity and privileges to perpetrators without taking any effort to
reveal the truth and deliver justice, continue to get elected in Sri Lanka.
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