LGBTQI+ Sri Lankan Community’s and Allies Statement on Bill to
Decriminalise Same Sex Sexual Activity

We welcome the Private Member’s Bill by Hon. Premnath Dolawatte MP introduced
today, August 24, 2022, to decriminalise same sex sexual activity between consenting
adults by amending sections 365 and 365A of the Penal Code. However, we note that the
Bill comes amid a number of disturbing developments that directly impact LGBTQI+ Sri
Lankans:

e The Government led by President Ranil Wickremesinghe is engaged in a
systematic campaign to arrest and detain protestors involved in the aragalaya
protests. This has been carried out the Emergency Regulations and, most
alarmingly, the Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA). This crackdown seemingly
aims to intimidate and silence Sri Lankans who have been voicing dissent against
the Government, including LGBTQI+ Sri Lankans. They now face arbitrary
questioning, arrest and detention by law enforcement authorities, including
authorities wholly untrained in criminal procedure, putting LGBTQI+ people in a
particularly vulnerable situation. As a result, a number of LGBTQI+ Sri Lankans are
in hiding and in legitimate fear for their safety.

e The Government is also attempting to put a “progressive” spin on its repression by
directly using the LGBTQI+ community. It has thus far removed sections 365 and
365A from the Emergency Regulations, through the amended Regulations No.
2291/43 of August 5, 2022. The Government presented this as evidence of its
liberal credentials to Sri Lankans and the international community. Yet, the very
same amended Regulations introduced host of new Penal Code offences subject to
stronger search, arrest and detention powers.

These developments raise the genuine concern that this Private Member’s Bill has been
introduced right now simply to further whitewash the Government’s repression. To allay
these concerns, we urge both Hon. Dolawatte and the Government to pass this Bill
urgently within the minimum possible time period under Parliamentary procedure.

If this does not happen, we can only conclude that both Hon. Dolawatte and the
Government have no sincere commitment to the LGBTQI+ community and are only
interested in using it to sustain a frightening campaign of repression which we both
strongly condemn and whose targets we stand in complete solidarity with.

Signed,
Members of the LGBTQI+ community of Sri Lanka and allies
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SeoTLIMeSTLIL] Q&FWevLIMT(H & 6merT (&MMmLD MM TS S561 5 M5 TeoT
FLLeneuld G55, @)6VMhiend LGBTAQl+ &FeLN8 &S 60T LDMHMILD
G TGN T FeLNG:E H 60T M) 860 5.

Q&6TIeU LMpmepLoeTm 2 milillerd LNCTLOBMTS CLTeVeaISCH @)60TmI, b86L-
24, 2022, GOMeNWey FLLGHer LifleysseT 365 LDMHMILD 365A 35 &\(HSSI61560T
eLPEVD QUG QUBCHTIHESTET FLONGSHSHIL 6OTMET SHeormeSTLiL] Lmedluley
QEFWELLIMHGHEN6ET GMHMOMMSTEHEGSLDULYUITET CHTHSHSIHIL 6T &6vfl LT
FUL epeuld eetem AMWELILGSS66TansTs: Q& HlalsSieTeT .0 8
TCAM&EHSH HHFH (LLUWMF Q\UITedT M. eTeueUMMMTUiemLD, LGBTQI+
@) 6LVMIEMN S ULITEHENET GBI UIMSLI LTS &G0 L6V GLOLILILDT60T
(PETCTHMBIHEHHEG WHSHUIL @QbFH LCFMTHT 6UHSIETETEH  6T60TLINS
BITTBIGHET SHeU60T188 CMITLD:

e ROMHLG Teolled &ESTNEIMS HneEnDUNEVTE T THIGLOTES!
S{T&HEW CUTTTLL S&60 FHILILGETET TS LILIMETI&HeM6TE 085S C\F1Z)
5HSS OHGSLD d]lj&t&crrug;@a) FOULBETETS. Q&DEHTH IeUFTHTVE
FLLLD moid W&He D LG ETeT auendWleumer LIWLBISETeUTSS HHILILIE
FLLLD (PTA) 21L&\ UleoT QFWeLLI(HSSLILIL (herTerer. Qbhs
2O &GWMDITETS! G)6umINGUIIETET LGBTQI+ 2 L LIL. JTFMHSHSS DG
TH IS 55@5@1 CoumiLIm(h &eme6rT Qmaﬂuu@ggm @evrmsmaau_lgaseﬂ
SIEDTEUENTUID  FFDHFH  QETETNEGIMS  CHTSHSLOMSHS
Q&MEOTT(HIETENS).  SeUlGHeT  @UGLING  GHmellulsd  HemL (Hemnmuiley
worled LWOHE QUOTE HSETHSHST 2 UL FLL  UTHS
PETHGETT6,  HeoteollFenFFWimeor — ellFmIenes, &S DHDID
SOHLILSSTEUE IS TESTETROTDET. G\GHETL TS LGBTQI+ BLITSHENET
GOILILMTE UMTHSESEIUL&ESmIQW Gpbleneulley SHeTEp&eoTmenT. @)&e0r
ellememeuds, Liey LGBTQI+ G)VBIENSUITSHET H60)16VN6MMEUTHALD, & hige6reor
LTSS UL METS BIWTUILDTET FFSFHVILD 2 6TeTeor.

e LGBTQI+ FONSHSHMSE GBI WITEHL ummu@gpgjajgpm QI,DGULD S|JFMMHIGLN
BT 3L &G (LPemnmUIlev ) "WMEUMEHSHTET" (NS5 as@&@mrrmmm

24600f W OULHFIEEMGI. 486N 05, 2022 @)60T B HSSLILIL L 62(LHMHIG LD
6T6UOT.  2291/43 ELOGULD, HEUEFTSHTEVE &L L Mhig6rley @@[551 @\ SleUenT 365

LOMID 3654 W Lifle)gsener HTFTHGD HHESIU6TeNS. QSN
ST MRIGLD B601S)| STITETEUNS 'BIOETET M SHLDEEMET
@EVRIMNETHERSHGD FIaUCHEF FANSHSHMEGD SFMOTMTSH (LTSS
WWOHHEHTMSH.  BUIDIDEL, CH HOHSSULLL  HEIFTEHTE
AllHWemmeEeT  augieumerr  CHHIFE, MBI Lohmd  SEHLULY
SPEHMIMISEDHGS 2 L UL LHU HEOTLenerd: FLL &b GDOnhIG6T
2ABMHES LISTONS SABPSILGSH LS.

STFMHIGSH T S HGSGUOMEMET  GCald GCLaID  eplg DM S
FHLILRK &S ol alllbuwmes  QeueflliLG&EHE Sl LGl QbS
geoflwmy  FllLepeuld SOCUTE MWPSLULGSSLILIL (N6Tengl  6T6d0Tm
O GOOTEMLOWIITET S6UemeVenl @B LN HETE6T eTpLlILSHeTmeor. QB85
HEUMEVGEETL] 6TD&HEG @6veVTEHl QFUWIWLD SIS, @F &L LENaVES
LITTTE@BLO6TM HemL_(nemmwiledT S LGBTQI+ BLFHEH&HEG FMHSHUILDTETSH T
LM GOMBSHLLEF SMeVEHMEGH6T HeUFTLOMS BlemmGeaumm Geuesor(hLD 6T6oT
Q&eTIeU LMIMEBLo6eoTm o mitiLeor S. GLIMLeVaLEBS 2JaITE6EH&HGHID @)HS
ITFMMRIGSHMHESLD 6UeoWLMISSITCMITLD.



Qg BL&&HN6V6Mm6V 6T60TMIT6V, @)HS SITFMEIGLD LGBTQI+ FeNEHSH 601 LG
O _GOOTEMLOUIITET  [TLILIGo0f1LIL] @61)60‘)6\) GFGGTQ.ILD FFePL_(hLD @) 6UEUTMITE0T
ILEHGSGWnM LNJFFMISHNSHS HE5me68 WL (HCLD @HS SMeVTelSUITeT
FLLePEIMIGmET LweTUMSSHH6 pTalld STl HS6rnioeT erere|n
FrLomeoflLIGUITLD.

E&QWITIULAIL L eUT&6T,
LGBTQI+ LDOMMILD @)eumien & WiledT CSHTLOMLNEG FeLNGEH 60T 2 MILILIN6T TS 6T
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