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The	Tamil	Civil	Society	Forum	condemns	the	Government	of	Sri	Lanka	most	vehemently	
for	 denying	 Muslim	 families	 their	 right	 to	 bury	 their	 loved	 one	 who	 died	 owing	 to	
COVID19.	
	
It	is	clear	from	guidelines	issued	by	the	World	Health	Organisation	that	there	is	no	risk	
caused	by	burying	someone	who	has	died	owing	to	COVID	19.	The	WHO	guidance	says	
that	'It	is	a	common	myth	that	persons	who	have	died	of	a	communicable	disease	should	
be	cremated,	but	this	is	not	true.	Cremation	is	a	matter	of	cultural	choice	and	available	
resources'.	
	
The	Sri	Lankan	Government	relies	on	an	anonymous	expert	committee	report	that	has	
supposedly	recommended	that	burials	are	not	safe.	When	the	WHO	is	calling	this	a	myth	
we	wonder	who	 these	experts	are	and	what	 scientific	evidence	 they	are	 relying	on	 in	
making	such	recommendations.		
	
The	recent	news	that	a	20	year	old	baby	was	cremated	against	the	wish	of	her	parents	
comes	as	a	terrible	reminder	of	the	extent	of	the	ugliness	of	majoritarianism.	Even	more	
aggravating	is	the	news	that	the	Government	has	requested	the	Maldivian	Government	
to	find	a	space	in	their	country	for	their	burial.	The	numerically	smaller	communities	of	
this	country	for	far	too	long	have	been	treated	as	second	or	third	class	citizens.	But	this	
is	a	new	low.	We	call	upon	the	Sri	Lankan	Government	to	immediately	halt	this	cruelty	
and	for	all	those	involved	in	cremating	those	who	died	of	COVID19	without	the	consent	
of	 their	 loved	 ones	 to	 act	 according	 to	 their	 conscience	 and	 in	 defiance	 of	 this	 abject	
immorality.		
	
(sgd)		
	
Fr.	V.	Yogeswaran	and	P.N.	Singham	
Co-Spokespersons	
 
 
nfhNuhdh njhw;wpdhy; ,we;j jkJ nrhe;jq;fis Gijf;Fk; cupikia K];yPk; 
FLk;gq;fspw;F epuhfupf;Fk; ,yq;if murhq;fj;jpd; nra;ifia ehk; td;ikahf 
fz;bf;fpNwhk;.   
 
cyf Rfhjhu ];jhgdj;jpdhy; tpLf;fg;gl;Ls;s mwpTWj;jy;fspy; ,we;j cly; xd;iw 
Gijg;gjhy; njhw;W Vw;gLk; vdf; fUJtJ fw;gidahdJ vd kpfj; njspthff; 
Fwpg;gplg;gl;Ls;sJ. mt;thwpUf;f ,yq;if murhq;fk; ngau; Fwpg;gplhj Xu; epGzu; 
FOtpd; mwpf;ifapy; jq;fp epd;W Gijg;gJ nfhNuhdh njhw;iw Vw;gLj;Jk; 



vd KbntLj;jpUg;gjd; tpQ;Qhd mbg;gil vd;d vd;gjid ehk; 
mwpa tpUk;GfpNwhk;.  
 
mz;ikapy; jdJ ngw;Nwhupd; mDkjpapy;yhky; nfhnuhNdhthy; ghjpf;fg;gl;l   20 
ehs; taJ epuk;gpa gr;rpsk; Foe;ijapd; rlyk; vupA+l;lg;gl;lJ vd;w nra;jp vkf;F 
Ngupdthjj;jpd; kpff; Nfhukhd Kfj;ij kPs Qhgf%l;baJ. NkYk; ,we;j 
K];ypk;fis khiyj;jPtpy; Gijg;gJ njhlu;gpy; Ngr;Rthu;j;ijfis me;ehl;L 
murhq;fj;Jld; ,yq;if murhq;fk; elj;Jfpd;wJ vd;w nra;jp ,d;Dk; 
typiaf; $l;Lk; jd;ikajhf cs;sJ. kpf ePz;l fhykhf vz;zpf;ifapy; 
rpwpa r%fq;fs; ,e;ehl;by; ,uz;lhk; kw;Wk; %d;whk; jug; gpui[fshf 
elj;jg;gLfpd;wdu;. Mdhy; jw;NghJ elg;gJ me;j tuyhw;wpy; ,d;Dk; Xu; gb 
fPNo NghtjhFk;. ,e;j nfh^uj;ij cldbahf KbTf;F nfhz;L tUkhW ehk; 
,yq;if murhq;fj;ij typAWj;JfpNwhk;. ,t;thwhf jkJ cwTfspd; rk;kjk; 
,y;yhky; cly;fs; vupA+l;Lk; nrad;KiwfNshL rk;ge;jg;gl;l 
midtiuAk; jkJ kdrhl;rpapd; gb nraw;gl;L ,e;j mepahaaj;jpy; gq;nfLf;f 
kWf;f Kd;tu Ntz;Lk; vd;Wk; Nfl;Lf; nfhs;fpd;Nwhk;.  
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mUl;gzp. tp. NahNf];tud; kw;Wk; ng.e. rpq;fk; 
,izg; Ngr;rhsh;fs;  


