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The Tamil Civil Society Forum condemns the Government of Sri Lanka most vehemently
for denying Muslim families their right to bury their loved one who died owing to
COVID19.
It is clear from guidelines issued by the World Health Organisation that there is no risk
caused by burying someone who has died owing to COVID 19. The WHO guidance says
that 'It is a common myth that persons who have died of a communicable disease should
be cremated, but this is not true. Cremation is a matter of cultural choice and available
resources'.
The Sri Lankan Government relies on an anonymous expert committee report that has
supposedly recommended that burials are not safe. When the WHO is calling this a myth
we wonder who these experts are and what scientific evidence they are relying on in
making such recommendations.
The recent news that a 20 year old baby was cremated against the wish of her parents
comes as a terrible reminder of the extent of the ugliness of majoritarianism. Even more
aggravating is the news that the Government has requested the Maldivian Government
to find a space in their country for their burial. The numerically smaller communities of
this country for far too long have been treated as second or third class citizens. But this
is a new low. We call upon the Sri Lankan Government to immediately halt this cruelty
and for all those involved in cremating those who died of COVID19 without the consent
of their loved ones to act according to their conscience and in defiance of this abject
immorality.
(sgd)
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