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Having realised that the final solution to the longstanding Tamil Ethnic issue, 

which has remained in the Island of Sri Lanka as an unresolved National Question 

for several decades and been the cause for the war which extended for over three 

decades, would be the  

1. Acceptance of the political aspirations of the Tamil Nation; 

2.  Recognition of the merged Northern and Eastern Provinces as the 

historical habitat and the traditional homelands of the Tamil Nation; 

3. Acknowledgement of the sovereignty of the Tamil Nation and 

4. Realisation of the fact that the Tamil People under the provisions of 

International Law are entitled to the right of self determination  

accordingly the creation of federal rule in the merged Northern and Eastern 

Provinces would be our considered Political standpoint.  

With the hope and expectation that a final solution to the continuing problems 

faced by the Tamils consequent to the effects of the concluded war and yet 

continuing effects of such war, could be found, we the members of Political 

Parties that represent the Tamil People do hereby submit hereunder to the 

Presidential Candidates representing major Political Parties and to their 

respective Party Leadership the following requests - 

1. A solution to the Sri Lankan Tamil issue must be found by setting up a 

new federal constitution rejecting the heretofore unitary constitution 

accepting the nationhood of the Sri Lankan Tamils and recognizing its 

sovereignty and also accepting that Tamils under the provisions of 

International Law are entitled to the right of self determination.  

2. Full fledged independent impartial International mechanisms through 

the International Criminal Court /International Arbitration Tribunal 



must be set up to inquire into the War Crimes and Crimes against 

Humanity and Genocide committed during the final stages of the war. 

3. The Prevention of Terrorism Act  must be withdrawn.  

4. (Consequently) All Tamil Political Prisoners must be freed 

unconditionally. 

5. Justice must be found for those affected by the enforced disappearance 

of persons through appropriate International mechanisms. 

6. The Governmental Forces occupying private and state lands / buildings 

in the Northern and Eastern Province which were occupied by Tamils 

before the war must be withdrawn, the lands released and resettlement 

process must be immediately set in motion. 

7. Sinhalization, Buddhistization and Sinhala Colonization taking place in 

the Northern and Eastern Provinces presently with State assistance must 

be stopped immediately. 

8. Since the Mahaweli Development Authority is engaged in planned 

Sinhala Colonization in the Northern Province under the pretext of 

redirecting the Mahaweli River to the North, the jurisdiction of the said  

Authority in the Northern Province must forthwith be terminated. Also 

the planned Sinhala Colonization taking place in the Eastern Province 

under the Mahaweli Development Scheme must also be terminated.  

9. The Moragaskande Irrigation Scheme recently introduced is indulging 

in planned Sinhala Colonization in the Vanni Region. All such Sinhala 

Colonisation must forthwith be terminated. 

10. The expropriation of lands and areas of religious worship by 

Government Departments including Archaeology Department, Wild 

Life Department, Forests’ Department must forthwith be stopped. 

Those lands and places of worship already expropriated through these 

Departments must be freed from the effect of the Gazette Notifications 

which so expropriated them. 



11. Those affected in the Northern and Eastern Provinces by the War, 

wanting to economically improve themselves or youth wanting to 

enhance their job opportunities receiving direct investments from our 

Diaspora and elsewhere must have all legal obstacles faced removed so 

that handling lands and finances here would be easy and quick.  

12. Priority must be given to those belonging to the Northern and Eastern 

Provinces in Governmental and Private Sector job opportunities in the 

said two Provinces. 

13. An independent mechanism must be set up under the supervision of 

Elected Representatives of the people of the Northern and Eastern 

Provinces to handle all finances for Development in the said two 

Provinces, after proclaiming the Northern and Eastern Provinces as 

areas affected by the War. 

Out of the above requests those that should be immediately solved must be found 

solutions within three months of the New President taking office.  
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