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Release People’s lands in KeppapulavuNow!

End Military Occupation of Civilian lands!

It has been more than six years (2012), since the people of Keppapulavuwere takenfrom their detention
site in MenikFarm, to barren lands by the Government, with the promise of return to their ancestral
lands, now occupied by the Army. It has been over 10 years since the Army forcibly occupied and
mounted their camps on this beautiful and resourceful village in Mullaitivu, while the people were held
in detention camps. The rich community life in this village, woven around agriculture and fishing, and
around cultural and religious practices, was destroyed by the war and after the war, by the occupation of
the Army.

The community had always insisted on the right to return to their own land, even as they were detained
in Menik Farm after the war, and subsequently, before and after being compelled to accept alternative
lands and housing temporarily. This is indicated by the continuous day and night protest they have
waged for neatly two years now (697 days to date). They have kept vigil outside the entrance to their
village, now an Army camp, braving intimidation, threats, sun, rain, dust, mosquitoes and constant
illness.It is the longest running community-led continuous day and night protest for land in the
country. The community have also engaged in protests and campaigns elsewhere, including in Colombo
and internationally, and engaged with politicians from the government and the Tamil National Alliance
(TNA), other government officials, academics, activists, media, religious clergy and others.

Due to their determined efforts, 133 actes of their lands were released in December 2017. However, as
at 31" December, 2018 a total of approx. 349 acres (including 171 acres of residential lands), remain
occupied by the Military. Further, Government resettlement assistance rendered to families whose lands
were already released, have remained grossly inadequate to restart their lives with basic human dignity.

It is in this context that some hope was delivered to the people of Keppapulavu when on the 4™ of
October, 2018, the Presidential Media Division announced that the President had ordered the release
of all occupied lands, “with special attention to be focused on releasing military occupied
buildings and lands belonging to schools in the North and East,” by 31" December, 2018. In
addition to a school and pre-school, many other public buildings such as a church, community hall,
playground, co-operatives and cemeteries remain occupied inside Keppapulavu. More than three weeks
have lapsed since the December deadline, and this promise remains to be fulfilled. This broken promise
of the Government is yet another betrayal of the democratic mandate given to the President and the
Prime Minister by the people of the North and East, at the 2015 Election.
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We, the members of the People’s Alliance for Right to Land (PARL), stand in solidarity with the
struggles of the Keppapulavu people to reclaim their lands and return home.

- We call on the President, who is also the Minister of Defense and Commander-in-Chief of the Armed
Forces, to immediately release all military occupied landsin the North and East.

- In particular, we call on the President to ensure that all Army occupied land in Keppapulavu, be
released by 25" January, 2019 — the date on which the Assistance Government Agent (AGA) of
Mullaitivu, had assured the people that their lands would be released.

- We call on all our elected representatives in Parliament in their capacity as the Legislature, to extend
their solidarity to the struggles of the people in Keppapulavu, and all other land struggles.

- We call on the Prime Minister, who is also the Resettlement Minister, to ensure all needed assistance
and facilities for the people of Keppapulavu to resettle in their historic lands, is provided expeditiously.

We, as members of PARL emphasise that our lands first and foremost belong to the people. We will
continue to oppose any move by the Government to reserve this common good to the Military, or to be
bartered and sold off for cheap profits in the market, while communities are brutally denied their ways
of life and sustenance.

Peoples Alliance for Right to Land (PARL)




