IfHenaiu maas &amsCanuiassr e@mud
THE FEDERATION OF SAIVA (HINDU) TEMPLES U.K

200A Archway Road, London N6 5BA, Tel : 020 8348 9835 | Fax : 020 8482 6508
web : www.saivafederation.uk.org | Email : admin@saivafederation,uk.org
Correspondence : 2-4 Bedford Road, Waithamstow, London E17 4PX
Tol : 0208 527 3819

Chasrman
her i ARSI T
Vice Chairman

W O Ratorcrs Mot
Secretary

[ P ) G saTslman

Treasurer
Mi Y sCanesamonehy

Aksl Secrelary
M A Thesasanayam

Asst [reazurer

M K Kirasngnem

Commities
M il vty i i

AFFILIATED TEMPLES
SHI GHANAPATHY TEMPLE

SR KANAGA DURA AMMAN KOVE
FDON O A

HIGHGATEHILL MURUGAN TEMPLE

LORDON NBSHA

SRI RAJARASESWARI AMMAN TEMPLE

QURREY K717 2NE

LONDON SivAN KOV

LONDUN SEYI SRS

CRAWLEY SRI SIVARNA HAMADCHI

AMMAN TEMELE

WEST SLISSEN RH 1T

SRIKATPATGA VINAYAGAR TEMPLE

| NGOG F LT 4PX

ENFIELD NAGAPOOSHANI AMBAAL TEMPLE
fL B CHURTH LAMNE EOMONTON

FCINDICN . G B

ARULMIGU SR SIVAGAM| SAMETHA
LUONCION E17 S5A8

LONDON 581 SELVAVINAYAGAR TEMPLE
W=0RT 151 4HN

SR SITHEVINAY AGAR THEVASTHANAM

W T

SHREL SAKTHY GHANAPATHY TEMPLE

EELLA PATHEESWARAR TEMPLE
MIDELESER 1AD dAL

MEW MALUEN MURUGAN TEMPLE
BIMHEY KT 7 a8

SHI MERUPUHAM MAHA PATHIRAGAL |
AMMAN DEVASTHANAM

| CHNEON F1 720X

COVENTRY SHREE MAHA SiTHI
VINAYAGAR, UOVENTREY (V)41
LONDON SREE AYYAPPAN TEMPLE
MR S SR X AT SAR

EELA KAN!MAN TEMPLE
LIVERPOOL GANESH TENSLE

| TR i TATN

SRI THURKNAI AMMAN TEMPLE
RO T INGHAMSHIHE NS 1O
MEENAKSHI TEMPLE

HIAC S P W

SHIKATPAGA VINAYAHAR TEMPLE

FORT TALGOT BA12612

21" July 2019

ublic appeal to all concerned

—

We appeal to heads of all four religious faiths in Sri Lanka to take meaningful steps to arrest
the ever progressing extremism of handful of their members. Interfaith hate. intolerance and
politicisation of religious paths are seriously conflicting with core values of love, peace,
tolerance and harmony promoted by all religions.

The Article 9 of the constitution of Sri Lanka enshrines foremost place for Buddhism and
emphasize that State protect and foster the teaching of Buddha. Teaching of Buddha are
four noble truths and the noble eightfold path and it contradicts with the hate driven
extremism practiced by some monks with the support of politicians and hooligans.

Articles 10 and 14(1)(e) of the constitution provides minimum safeguards for every person to
be entitled to freedom of thought, conscience and religion, including the freedom to have or to
adopt a religion or belief of his choice and that every citizen is entitled to the freedom, either
by himself or in association with others, and either in public or in private, to manifest his
religion or belief in worship, observance, practice or teaching. Extremism of few extremists
Buddhist monks with the patronage of the state is undermining this very safeguarding
provision in the constitution.

We are pained that core principles of peaceful practice and propagation of religions
enshrined in the constitution is being blatantly undermined by the handful of extremists
preachers in the very eyes of the government and its law enforcement agencies.

We note with considerable concern that extremist Buddhist monks are taking the law into
their hands and undermining the very constitutional safeguards to illegally construct a
Buddhist shrine by destroying a popular Hindu temple for Ganesha in the land owned by the
Hindus in Kanniya in Trincomalee with the backing of exclusively Buddhist Archaeological
Department.

Sincere intervention of Hinduism Minister Mano Ganeshan paved the way for the President to
publicly admit unwarranted intrusion by the Buddhist monks and declare remedial measures
to respond to the crisis. Whatever said, we have great doubt that the President’s intervention
will lead to a meaningful resolution as we consider it a knee jerk reaction for immediate crisis
management like the unfulfilled public undertaking of the Prime Minister to deal with the crisis
in Kalmunai within a month.

We also appeal to the Buddhist hierarchical Sangas representing around 6,000 Buddhist
monasteries with approximately 15,000 monks to develop religious regulatory mechanisms to
manage and discipline the straying monks to ensure Buddha's teachings are practiced in
religious sense.

Yours Sincerely
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