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THE election manifesto of the
Tamil National Peoples' Front
(TNPF) comes out with an option
for confederation of Tamil and
Sinhala nations in the island, said
former MP Selvarajah Kajendren
to Tamil media on Wednesday,
March 24.

While stressing on Tamil
homeland, nationalism, self-
determination and nation of iden-
tifiable sovereignty as political
aspirations, the other distinguish-
ing features of the election mani-
festo of the TNPF were demand
to repeal the 6th Amendment to
the Sri Lankan Constitution,
inclusion of the diaspora in the
political processes of Eelam
Tamils and an outlook to involve
the international community in
providing security and support to
the political struggle of Tamils.
The All Ceylon Tamil Congress
led by Mr. Gajendrakumar
Ponnambalam, which came out of
the TNA alliance recently is the
major constituent of TNPF. 

"In fact, the ball is in the court
of Colombo and the powers back-
ing it. It is they who have to come
out with an acceptable model of
political solution. Tamils on their
own need not compromise their
political aspirations, because

every time Tamils compromised,
that was misused by Sinhala
politicians. The confederation
model is only an option of ours, if
at all we are hard pressed to come
out with an option," said the for-
mer Member of Parliament Mr. S.
Kajendren.

By opting for the political
model of confederation with the
right to secede, the TNPF comes
out with the maximum possible
proposal permitted for any politi-
cal party in the island under the
current constitution of Sri Lanka,
political observers said. 

The TNPF simultaneously
demanding to repeal the 6th Am-
endment to the Constitution that
has long disenfranchised Tamils
from democratically expressing
their aspirations is also signifi-
cant, the observers said.

Unlike the vague mention of
shared sovereignty blunted by
simultaneous mention of unspeci-
fied federalism, the confederation
model unambiguously spells out
how the solution should be based
on joint sovereignty of nations
that retain their respective sover-
eignties, TNPF circles told media.

"After May 2009, diaspora
Tamil community came out with
programmes such as referendum
on independent and sovereign
Tamil Eelam, Transnational Gov-
ernment of Tamil Eelam and Cou-
ntry Councils in the diaspora."

The TNPF manifesto recognises the Tami and Sinhala nations, seeks a political solution on that basis
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Most IDPs may not be 
eligible to vote
IN a possible repeat of the outra-
geous denial of their democratic
right to vote, tens of thousands of
Internally Displaced People may
not be able to take part in the
forthcoming parliamentary elec-
tions, according to Election mon-
itors.

Just as in January's
Presidential election, IDP's who
have not got identity cards will
not be able to vote in April's
Parliamentary election.

The Department of Elections
has announced that those IDP's
without current identity cards will
be issued with temporary cards.
The Election Commissioner,
Dayananda Dissanayake has
assured election monitors that

special measures will be taken to
ensure IDP's will be able to vote
without major disruptions and
that previous problems, such as
transportation to and from poll
booths will not occur this time.

The Centre for Montioring
Election Violence (CMEV) is cur-
rently engaged in informing the
IDP's about their voting rights
and procedures that should be fol-
lowed.

"Our main concern right now
is to make sure that the problems
that occurred during the presiden-
tial election, such as the lack of
transport to get to the polling sta-
tions, do not happen this time
around as well. Arrangements
have once again been made to

provide the people with transport
and inform them about the proce-
dure to be followed", Pakiasothi
Saravanamuttu, Director of
CMEV clarified.

The People's Action For Fair
And Free Elections (PAFFREL)
Director,Rohana Hettiarachchi
explained that they have request-
ed the Election Commissioner to
set up a help desk to assist IDPs,
but that they have not received a
response from Mr. Dissanayake
yet. 

"If we get a response to this,
we plan to set up this desk next
week if possible, as it is important
that the IDPs are clear on the pro-
cedure to be followed when vot-
ing," he said.

PTI

No foreign 
monitors for 
Sri Lanka polls

SRI LANKA'S Election Commis-
sion has turned down the demand
for presence of foreign poll obser-
vers at the counting centres for
the upcoming parliamentary
polls. 

The demand was made by
some opposition parties including
United National Party (UNP)
which said that such a presence
would ensure accuracy in election
results. The opposition request
comes in the backdrop of allega-
tions of malpractices in the vote
count for Presidential elections. 

Election Commissioner Daya-
nanda Dissanayake did not out-
right reject the proposal but said

that the political parties should
have made such a request on the
nominations day. 

The main opposition UNP has
sent a written request to the Elec-
tion Commissioner asking for the
presence of foreign poll observers
at the counting centres to ensure
accuracy of election results. 

Meanwhile, Rohana Hettiara-
chi, Director of People's action
for Free and Fair elections (PAF-
FREL), said the organisation has
sent several letters and reminders
to the EC regarding the appoint-
ment of observers at the forth-
coming general elections without
avail. 

"The Elections Commissioner
did not even dwell on the subject,
it was pointed out, the UNP web-
site claimed.

"But, on the other hand, some
sections of political leadership in
the home country think of aban-
doning homeland, nation, self-
determination and sovereignty
and think of going back to the
days prior to the Vaddukkoaddai
Resolution," the manifesto said. 

"They push Tamils into the
track of defeatism and criticize
those who uphold the sovereignty
of Tamils as hardliners," the man-
ifesto said.

In the past, every Tamil com-
promise was misused by the
Sinhala state of Mahavamsa
mindset. While keeping Tamil
nation, its right to self-determina-
tion and sovereignty beyond com-
promise, the model suggested by
TNPF to keep the country of two
nations together as equal partners,

provides a meeting point for the
removal of the fears of both the
Tamils and the Sinhalese. The
model also should satisfy remov-
ing the fears of India about having
two countries at its southern bor-
ders and at the same time should
satisfy the liberal democratic eco-
nomic aspirations of the West, the
manifesto further said.

In the era of corporate colo-
nial conquests, the Eelam Tamil
diaspora forming an appropriate
political formation and its co-
function with the polity of Eelam
Tamils in the home country is the
greatest asset of Eelam Tamils in
addressing the issues globally.
The only political alliance that
has positively recognised and
incorporated this aspect in the
manifesto is the TNPF, political

observers said. 
The observers keenly watch-

ing the statements of the TNA lea-
ders before and after the release
of the TNA manifesto said that
the All Ceylon Tamil Congress
leaving the TNA alliance had a
big impact on TNA coming out
with certain concepts having the
semblance of Tamil sovereignty
in its manifesto to pre-empt the
TNPF, but the TNA doesn't show
any seriousness about them in its
campaign elucidations. 

Even though ordinary people
don't get the nuances of political
concepts and models of solution
through terminologies, they
understand them and the political
personalities behind them in their
gut feelings, the observers further
said.
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