TAMIL GUARDIAN Wednesday February 04, 2009

11

NEWS

Last statement of Muthukumar

Journalist Muthukumar distributed a 4-page statement in Tamil
before he self-immolated in Tamil Nadu. Thisis an edited version
of the English trandlation provided by TamilNet.

Dear hardworking Tamil peo-
ple

Vanakkam!

| am sorry at having to meet
you at this juncture when you are
hurrying to work. But there is no
other option. My name is
Muthukumar. 1 am a journalist
and an assistant director. Right
now, | am working in a Chennai-
based newspaper. | am also one
like you. | am just another aver-
age person who has been reading
newspapers and websites of how
fellow Tamils are daily being
killed, and likeyou | am unableto
eat, unable to sleep and unable to
even think.

While his ancient land of
Tamils lets anyone coming here,
like the Seths, to flourish, our
own blood, the Tamils in Eelam
are dying. When we lend our
voices to say the killings should
be stopped, Indian imperialism
maintains a stony silence and
does not give out any reply. If
India's war is redly a justifiable
one, they can wage it openly...
Why should they do it stealthily?

The Indian ruling class is
eager to annihilate a very large
population by using the hollow
excuse of Rgjiv Gandhi's assassi-
nation in order to satisfy the
vengeful and selfish goals of a
few individuals. The Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam were not
the only ones charged with the
murder of Rajiv Gandhi. The Jain
Commission Report held that the
people of Tamil Nadu were also
guilty of this murder. If so, are
you also the murderers who killed
Rajiv Gandhi?

They say the British killed
people in Jallianwallahbagh, but
what are they doing in
Mullaiththeevu and Vanni? Look
at the children being killed there.
Aren't you reminded of your chil-
dren? Look at the women being
raped? Don't you have a sister in
that age? When Rgjiv Gandhi was
killed why where frontline lead-
ers of the Congress not with him?
Why did Jayalalithaa, an aliance
partner, not go to take part in such
a massive raly that Rajiv took
part in? Such questions are not
being raised, and they are not
being answered by them either.
People, please think. Are they
your leaders? What is the guaran-
tee that these people--who
indulge in palitics through their
money and muscle power--will
not target us tomorrow? If they
turn against tomorrow, who will
be on our side?

Kalaignar  [Karunanidhi]?
Even at that point of time, he will
make an announcement that the
members of parliament will
resign. Then, he will understand
(?) the Central Government.
Then, he will once again request
for a right decision, and pass a
resolution in the Legislative

Assembly--like actor Vadivel's
comedy in the film Winner where
he claims that no one has touched
him until a particular month, a
particular week, a particular time.
People! A paper will not achieve
anything! Now, the Election-time
Tamil Kalaignar, who wants to be
the leader of the worldwide
Tamils and who desiresto transfer
al the money in Tamil Nadu to
the coffers of his family, has hid-
den himself in the hospital afraid
of bearing the brunt of people's
anger. This paper tiger staged
such major fights in order to get
the required cabinet portfolios for

The Jain Commission
Report held that the
people of Tamil Nadu
were also guilty of
[the Rajiv Gandhi]
murder.

If so, are you also the
murderers who killed
Rajiv Gandhi?

his ministers, but truthfully, what
has he done for Tamil or for the
Tamils? He has himself admitted
once, "Will the honey-gatherer
remain without licking the back
of his hand?' If we look at his
puppet-shows, it looks asif he has
done alot of licking...

In reality, the Indian military's
role in Sri Lanka is not just
against the Tamils. It isagainst all
Indians. They tried the sexual
techniques they learnt from
Sinhalese soldiers with innocent
Assamese women! They learnt
the strategies of how to crush the
Tamil Tigers from the Sinhalese
and they applied it to crush the
fighters in the north-eastern
states! Asif thiswere not enough,
what do we learn from the fact
that the Indian and Sri Lankan
peacekeeping forces were deport-
ed from Haiti because of sexua
misdemeanour? That the India
Sri Lanka dliance is not an ideo-
logical alliance, but a sexual one!
So, because the aliance between
the Indian and Sri Lankan armies
is against the fundamental human
rights of the Indian people, try to
rally students and democratic
organizations towards the cause
on anational level.

Tamil E€lam is not the need of
Tamil Eelam alone, it is the need
of Tamil Nadu also. Because of
the fishermen of Rameswaram.
There are laws in the world to
protect goats and cows. But, are
the Tamils of Rameswaram and
the Tamils of Eelam lower than
cows and goats? The Indian
media carries on a systematic

campaign that Tamil fishermen
who cross [maritime] boundaries
are attacked because of the suspi-
cion that they might be Tamil
Tigers. Don't they ever read
newspapers? Often, Taiwanese
fishermen are arrested at Chennai
because they lost their way at sea.
If it is possible for people from
Taiwan, which is thousands of
kilometers away to lose their way,
can't they believe the fact that the
Tamil fisherman from
Rameswaram, which is just 12
miles away from Lanka strays
away from his route?

Our government is killing our
brothers in Eelam by using our
name, our Indian identity. The
Indian government wants usto be
isolated in this struggle. We don't
want that to happen. So, please
tell the Central Government that
you too support our brothers who
are fighting.

People of Tamil Eelam, and
Liberation Tigers....

All eyes are now in the direc-
tion of Mullaiththeevu. Tamil
Nadu is also emationally only on
your side. It also wants to do
something else. But what can we
do? We don't have a true leader
like you have... Please don't leave
hope. Such a leader will emerge
from Tamil Nadu only in such
desperate times. Until then,
strengthen the hands of the
Tigers. Because the 1965 anti-
Hindi agitation was placed in the
hands of afew selfish people, the
history of Tamil Nadu has been
dragged to the stone ages. Please
don't do that mistake.

Dear International Community,
and our hope Obama...

We till have hope on you.
But, there is no guarantee that a
sovereign republic will not torture
its peopl e through ethnic discrim-
ination. It is possible to cite
instances from America’'s own
history. After all, boxing hero
Muhammed Ali said, "The little
white in my community would
have come only through rape..."

As long as you remain silent,
India will never open its mouth.
Perhaps India may break its
silence after all the Tamils have
been killed. Until then, are you
going to keep looking at Indias
mouth? They say that the war in
Vanni is against the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam. They say
that the Tigers are using the peo-
ple as a human shield. If that is
true, why do they come into the
safety zone declared by the
Government and kill people? This
one evidence is enough that irre-
spective of whether the Tamil
people are dependent on the
Tigers or on the Government,
they are going to be killed for the
sole reason that they are Tamils.
Is this not genocide?

If Indig, Pakistan and China
are supplying arms, Japan is giv-
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Muthukumar set himself alight to highlight his concerns

ing economic aid, and moreover
India is bullying Sri Lanka and
thus killing Tamils, why don't you
realize that you are also commit-
ting the same murder by your
silence and your blindness?
Nobody becomes a terrorist sim-
ply by taking up arms.

Jayalalitha says that the Tigers
should lay down arms--as though
the problem arose because the
Tigers took up arms. In redlity,
the Tigers were formed because
of the genocide of Tamils in
Eelam, and they are not the rea
son for it. They are not the reason,
just an outcome.

Are the Red Cross
ambulances, French
aid workers also
Tigers?

China's tanks, India's
spy planes, Pakistan's
artillery... not only
these Kkill our people,
but the silence of the
International
Community also

kills them.

As long as Indian
Government's involvement was
not exposed, it kept saying that
this problem was an internal affair
and that India could not interfere.
It also said that it was aiding Sri
Lanka in order to prevent China,
Pakistan and America from gain-
ing supremacy in Sri Lanka. Yet,
to kill Tamils, it joins hands with
Pakistan that has killed scores of
Indians and was responsible for
the attack on the Indian
Parliament, the serial-blasts in
Mumbai and the recent strikes in
Mumbai. If that is so, we suspect

that Pakistan's terrorism in India
is a mutually agreed-upon con-
cept created by both sidesin order
to exploit and squander their
respective citizens.

Now, they are attacking the
ambulance of the Internationa
Commitee of Red Cross, are they
also Tamil Tigers? They killed 17
aid workers from France, were
they Tamil Tigers? China's tanks,
India's spy planes, Pakistan's
artillery... not only these kill our
people, but the silence of the
International Community also
kills them. When will you realize
this--after a people who greatly
desire justice are totally wiped
away from the face of the earth?
If you are interested in adding us
to the list of Aborigines, Maya
and Inca peoples, each day one of
us will come in front of you and
kill ourselves, as it comes in one
of our myths.... Please leave our
sisters and our children alone. We
are unable to bear this. We are
fighting with the sole hope that
one day wewill watch them laugh
whole-heartedly. Even if we
accept for the sake of rhetoric that
the LTTE should be punished, we
must realize that both India and
Sri Lanka lack the moral ground
to hand out any punishment.

Justice derailed is worse than
justice denied.

With eternal love,

Your brother against injustice,
Ku. Muthukuma
Kolathur, Chennai 99.

Dear Tamil people, in the
struggle against injustice our
brothers and children have taken
up the weapon of the intellect. |
have used the weapon of life. You
use the weapon of photocopying.

Yes, make copies of this pam-
phlet and distribute it to your
friends, relatives, and students
and ensure that this support for
this struggle becomes greater.
Nanri.



