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Tigers firm on EU
monitors leaving

SRI LANKA'S Tamil Tigers are
being unreasonable in demanding
the exit of truce monitors from
European Union nations which
have banned them, and the
observers will have to pull out
unless their safety is guaranteed, a
top Swedish envoy said last.

The Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) have given moni-
tors from Nordic nations in the EU
- Sweden, Denmark and Finland -
until September 1to leave Sri Lan-
kainlight of anew EU ban against
them, which analysts warn would
leave a dangerous vacuum as
growing violence kindles fears of
renewed civil war.

The Tigers insist 37 monitors
from the three countries must lea-
ve, which would leave just 20 fr-
om Norway and Iceland - not eno-
ugh to properly oversee a 2002
truce.

But it is not clear why Norway
and Iceland cannot increase their
contribution to the SLMM.

Even before the EU ban the
Tigers had warned they would not
be able to guarantee the safety of
monitors who travel aboard navy
ships, but it is not yet clear what
will happen if the unarmed Sri
Lanka Monitoring Mission
(SLMM) ignores their demand.

"If they can't guarantee their
safety, it means they cannot accept
us, and then it's not only the safety
it is also the working conditions
for the Swedish, Finnish and Dan-
ish members," visiting Swedish
Ambassador-at-Large  Anders
Oljelund told Reuters in an inter-
view late on Friday.

"Then we will have to pull
out," he added. "If LTTE sticks to
their decision to exclude three
northern countries for these reaso-
ns from the mission, | think the
work of the mission will be ham-
pered and | think also the credibil-
ity of the mission will be reduced.”

The Tigers rejected Oljelund's
plea on Friday to reconsider their
decision.

Tiger political wing leader S.P.

Numbers

VIOLENCE in the Northeast
should not be measured in numer-
ical terms as it distorts the picture
of what is happening there, the
Parliamentary group leader of the
Tamil National Alliance (TNA) R.
Sampanthan, told the Sunday
L eader newspaper.

Asked to comment on Indias
role, the TNA leader pointed out
that India has grievances against
both sides in the Sri Lanka con-
flict, but may still be willing to
help resolve the Tamil question
peacefully.

Responding to the reporter's
suggestion the Liberation Tigers
are responsible for the weakening
of the February 2002 ceasefire
agreement, the TNA leader said
"Violence should not be discussed

Swedish Ambassador-at-Large Anders Oljelund (I) met with LTTE
Palitical Wing head, S. P. Tamilselvan to discuss monitors' role.

Thamilselvan told Reuters this
month the LTTE would only
review their position once the EU
removes them from their list of
terrorist organizations.

"I can understand the reaction
of the Tigers. They perceive this
(EU) decision asaban of their wh-
ole organization. They don't see
that there is any balance," Oljelu-
nd said on hisreturn from avisit to
the Tigers northern stronghold of
Kilinochchi.

"But | think it is unreasonable
still, because aso the Tigers must
little by little be able to look upon
themselves (and see) this is a
wider peace process in which the
international community ... must
be taken into consideration."

"I think there is a possibility
that they will change their mind ...

(but) LTTE told us that their deci-
sion taken already is not going to
be changed,” Oljelund said.

The monitors themselves say
opinions range from withdrawing
the mission to ignoring the LTTE
demand and continuing work as
normal - a dangerous option after
close shaves during attacks.

"The situation has changed
after September 11, the situation
has changed after the Cold War,
and if you can't act politically and
adapt yourself to new circum-
stances, (the Tigers) credibility ...
will be affected," Oljelund said.

Many people fear escalating
attacks and clashes between the
military and the Tigers that have
killed more than 700 people so far
this year - more than half of them
civilians - could reignite the war.

Indian PM wants
Tamil grievances

addressed

INDIAN Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh has expressed serious
concern at the lack of progress on
the peace front in Colombo and
caled for the legitimate grievanc-
es of the Tamil people to be addr-
essed urgently, the Sunday L eader
reported this week. Meanwhile a
Sri Lankan delegation has rushed
to China on security-related mat-
ters, the paper added.

The Indian Prime Minister
who met with the leader of Sri
Lankas main opposition United
National Party (UNP), Ranil Wic-
kremesinghe, in Delhi last Thurs-
day had also said war was not an
option to solve the ethnic conflict.

A UNP delegation led by
Wickremesinghe flew to Delhi last
week to discuss its withdrawal
from a bi-partisan arrangement
between the UNP and the ruling
Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP)
thrashed out by a senior Indian
envoy earlier this month.

When he met the UNP delega-
tion, the Indian Premier was acc-
ompanied by National Security
Advisor, N. K. Narayanan, Exter-
nal Affairs Secretary Shyam Sar-
an, High Commissioner Nirupama
Rao and head of the Sri Lanka
desk in Delhi, Mohan Kumar.

Wickremesinghe was accom-
panied for the meeting by MPs
John Amaratunge, MilindaMorag-
oda and Dr. Valsan.

The Sunday Leader learnt the
Indian Premier had also stressed
the importance of the UNP and
SLFP working together to achieve
a solution based on devolution of
power to meet the |egitimate aspi-
rations of the Tamil people.

Wickremesinghe, it is learnt
had informed the Indian Premier
his party's proposals were aready
on the table and he stands ready to
discuss them with President
Rajapakse at a bi-lateral level.

The UNP Leader said his party
did not see any purpose in partici-
pating at the Representative Com-

mittee tasked with formulating a
set of proposals since there was no
consensus possible and in the abs-
ence of aclear government policy.

However, he said the UNP
stands ready to have bi-latera
talks with the SLFP both at leader-
ship and party levels to work on a
viable solution and discuss the
party's proposals.

Meanwhile, as the UNP oppo-
sition went to Delhi, a government
delegation rushed to China, the
Sunday Leader reported adding,
the latter "was almost a knee jerk
reaction” to the former.

"A secret visit by the Preside-
nt's Co-ordinating Secretary Sgjin
Vass Gunawardene to China last
week in the company of some ser-
vice personnel becomes signifi-
cant, details of which of course
cannot be divulged due to security
considerations,” the paper said.

"Suffice it to say, five tickets
were booked on a Singapore Air-
lines flight hurriedly in the morn-
ing to fly out the same evening [of
the UNP's visit to India)."

"That move aone underscores
the approach of the government to
the issues confronting the coun-
try," the pro-UNP Sunday L eader's
political column added.

Controversial UNP frontliner
Milinda M oragoda this resigned
from the party's Political Affairs
Committee, saying: "unfortun-
ately, the composition of the
Committee and attempts by
some of its members to broaden
its functions, has led the com-
mittee to become dysfunctional,
and detrimental to the party's
interests. The Committee has
become the means by which the
public is made aware of divi-
sions and discontentment within
the party, exacerbating prob-
lems, and leading many includ-
ing myself, to question itsuseful-
ness." (Daily Mirror)

conceal ceasefire truths - Sampanthan

in numerical termsasit distortsthe
picture."

"Yet if this is the argument,
then every civilian who has not
been resettled would add to the
CFA violations by the government
and the numbers would far exceed
those of the LTTE."

"One could say the CFA is no
longer there given the present situ-
ation. Of course, we want it resus-
citated. It has broken down and
there islow intensity war today.

"The unfortunate thing about
security for the northeast Tamilsis
that armed forces are hostile to the
people. There is little exception,
but most look at civilians also asif
they are enemies.

"The composition of the armed
forces is such that they are 99%

Sinhalese. There are an increased
number of checkpoints, army
camps and road barricades. The
forces are more severe with ordi-
nary Tamil civilians who are on
combat traning. This is why they
a@rsek fleeing the country at great
risk."

"The present composition of
the forces needs to be changed to
restore confidence amongst the
Tamils that they are safe in their
hands. Also, no credible investiga-
tions are held in connection with
the human rights violations which
show that the law enforcement
mechanism is also not supportive.
Those who feel unsafe have com-
menced fleeing."

Asked to comment on recent
comments by LTTE Chief

Negotiator and Political Strategist
Anton Balasingham, saying India
should forget the past and take a
greater diplomatic and political
role in addressing Tamil griev-
ances in Sri Lanka, Mr.
Sampanthan said:

"The LTTE reached out to
India much earlier when they sug-
gested our neighbour at the talk's
venue. Next, the LTTE suggested
India as an observer at the talks
which clearly indicated the recog-
nition of Indiasrolein settling the
conflict."

Asked to comment on India's
cautious approach to Sri Lanka,
Mr. Sampanthan said: "India has
al the reason to be an aggrieved
party, and that too for more than
one reason."

"Gandhi's assassination was
absolutely tragic; The IPKF
arrived in Sri Lanka at the invita-
tion of the government. [But] the
state [also] provided arms and
vehicles to the LTTE to fight the
IPKE"

"A sdlor at the ceremonial
parade here [in Colombo] assault-
ed Premier Gandhi, during his
visit to sign the Indo Lanka Peace
Accord. He was given a jail term
by a Sri Lankan president and par-
doned also by a president.”

"Despite all the blunders com-
mitted by Sri Lanka, India may
still be willing to lend a hand.
India has tremendous love for Sri
Lanka and we could benefit from
her genuine affection in our deci-
sive moment."



