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S Lanka
wavers on
peace Seps
amid rising
oppostion

THE Norwegian peace ini-
tiativein Sri Lanka came un-
der increasing pressure this
week as the main Sinhala
opposition parties stepped
up their efforts to challenge
the permament ceasefire sig-
ned in February and thwart
plansfor an interim adminis-
tration for the Tamil north
and east. The Sinhala nation-
alist campaign against ‘con-
cessions' to the Tamils com-
esasthe Sri Lankaarmed fo-
rces adopted increasingly
aggressive posture in the
Tamil areas.

Although the Sinhala far-
right campaign has failed to
mobilise much support amo-
ngst the southern public, the
United National Front (UN-
F) government is clearly rat-
tled. Prime Minister Ranil
Wickremesinghe this week
denied having given an assu-
rance that an interim admin-
istration would be estab-
lished for the Tamils.

"We will ask the LTTE to
place the topic of an interim
administration in its agenda
for talks. Other than that, we
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have not given them promis-
es on anything,” he said in
the southern town of Matara
on Sunday.

"This needs parliamen-
tary approval and also needs
to be ratified by the people,”
he said addressing afunction
to mark the assumption of
office of a Buddhist religio-
us leader. Secure in numeri-
cal superiority in a vote on
ethnic issues, the Sinhala
far-right has been arguing
for referendums on what it
terms are concessions to the
Tamils.

The Prime Minister also
once again rejected the con-
cept of a Tamil homeland in
Sri Lanka, saying he knew
only of a single homeland
for al communities.

As well as backtracking
from the interim administra-
tion which is intended to
provide a period of deescala-
tion ahead of talks on the
conflict's 'core issues,' the
government is avoiding the
lifting of the ban on the
LTTE.

The Tigers have said they
cannot negotiate as outlaws,
a stance strongly supported
by the Tamil community.
"The deproscription of the
Tamil Tigers and the forma-

tion of an interim adminis-
tration form the basis of the
impending peace process,"
the Uthayan, the largest cir-
culating daily in Jaffna
pointed out in an editorial
this week.

The UNF is under pres-
sure from President Chand-
rika Kumaratunga's Peopl€e's
Alliance (PA) and the Mar-
Xist-cum-nationalist Janatha
Vimukthi Perumana (JVP).
The PA last week forced the
government to cal a Parlia-
mentary debate on the cease-
fire.

A mass rally the Sri Lan-
ka Freedom Party, the main
constituent of the PA, is sch-
eduled to be held in Anurad-
hapura as this edition goesto
print. The PA is planning
another rally on Thursday.

Sri Lankas powerful
Sinhala Buddhist clergy has
been wavering on the UNF's
strategy, awaiting any signif-
icant move towards sharing
power with the Tamils which
the prelates are resolutely
opposed to. A mass medita-
tion failed to draw more than
a thousand junior Buddhist
monks last Saturday.

Meanwhile the Sri Lanka
armed forces, whose com-
mander in chief is President
Chandrika Kumaratunga is
adopting an increasingly
hostile attitude to the Norw-
egian peace initiative. The
Air Force began low flying
surveillance flights over the
LTTE-controlled Vanni last
week, causing panic among
residents. The LTTE lodged
a formal protest with the
ceasefire monitors after the
Air Force refused to scae
down its operations.

Meanwhile the Sri Lanka
Army began re-establishing
security positions in the
Jaffna peninsula and increa-
sed its harassment of civil-
ians there. The Sri Lanka
navy further increased restri-
ctions on fishing in severa
parts of the north and east -
restrictions which are instea-
d due to be completely lifted
soon under the terms of the
ceasefire - and sailors assau-
Ited Tamil fishermen caught
at sea

The increasing number
on incidents is raising ten-
sions across the north and
east. Tamil language publi-
cations, reporting the events,
expressed  apprehensions
this week. Commenting on
the Sinhala protests and the
increased military activity
this week, the Uthayan said:
"President Kumaratunga is
scheming not only political
but also military means of
scuppering the peace effort.”

Two starving Tamil children in the Vanni plead for help from passers by. According to a Sri Lankan government sur -
vey of children under 5from theVanni, 44.4% arewasted dueto acute malnutrition and 37% of the children are stunt-
ed asaresult of chronic malnutrition, 68.5% are underweight compared to Sri Lanka's national figure of 37.6%, state-
owned Daily News reported Tuesday. The team of Medical Officers of Health said immediate action must be taken to
correct the protein malnutrition through a feeding program and regular monitoring. Photo Kajani/LTTE

Air Force spy
planes seen

‘negating
confldence

IN the wake of a series of
low-level flights over theVa-
nni by Sri Lanka Air Force
surveillance aircraft which
have raised fears amongst
residents, the Liberation Tig-
ers Monday lodged a formal
protest with the Sri Lanka
Monitoring Mission (SLM-
M). The causing of panic
amongst civilians by the Un-
manned Aerial Vehicles
(UAVSs) is "a negation of the
confidence building exercise
undertaken by the govern-
ment of Sri Lanka" the
LTTE said in a letter to the
SLMM.

Writing to General Trond
Furuhovde, head of the SL-
MM, Mr. S. P. Tamilchelvan,
Head of the LTTE's Political
Section said: "You are avare
that the LTTE has aready
brought to the attention of
the SLMM the flight of Un-
manned Reconnaissance Ai-
rcraft over civilian areas in
Mullaitivu and Kilinochchi
districts."

The aircraft are cruising
over towns and villages at
low altitudes causing anxiety
and panic among civilians
and school children, the let-
ter, acopy of which was seen
by TamilNet, said.

"During war times these
flights were not only con-
fined to surveillance on land
but always preceded aerial
bombardment. As such the
Tamil civilian population is
deeply worried over the
intention behind this unwar-
ranted action," the LTTE's
letter said.

"This aerial surveillance
congtitutes a violation of the
spirit of the truce agree-
ment," the LTTE said. "Furt-
hermore, such action is tan-
tamount to a negation of the

confidence building exercise
undertaken by the govern-
ment of Sri Lanka."

"We, therefore urge you
to use your good offices and
prevail upon the government
to desist from this provo-
caive action to stabilise the
conditions of peace and nor-
malcy in Tamil areas,” M.
Thamilchelvan's letter to the
SLMM chief said.

The SLAF used up to
half adozen Isradli built dro-
nes extensively during major
military offensives in the
Vanni region in the late nin-
eties. Almost all werelost ei-
ther through LTTE ground
fire or accidents, Sri Lankan
pressreportssaid at thetime.
Built by Isradli Aircraft Ind-
ustries (1Al), the planes were
said to cost half a million
dollars each.

Drones - dso caled Re-
motely Piloted Vehicles
(RPV) - are controlled from
the ground from a command
ro-om with television sets.
The aircraft carry onboard
computers and cameras and
tran-smit high resolution
pictures back to the com-
mand room to enable air or
artillery strikes.

TRO opensoffice in Trincomalee

THE Tamil Rehabilitation
Organisation (TRO) has co-
mmenced its activities in the
Trincomalee district with the
opening of its office in the
east port town Friday, report-
ed TamilNet. Dr. Dedo Gein-
itz, Team Leader of the Ger-
man Technical Co-operation
(GTZ) in Trincomalee decla-
red open the TRO office.
"We expect al local non-
governmental organisations
inthe district to become part-
ner organisations in our
activities of rehabilitating the
families affected and dis-
placed by the conflict,” said
Mr lynkaran, administrative
head of the LTTE's political
section in the district, speak-
ing at the function that fol-
lowed the opening of the
TRO office (pictured right).
"Credit goes to TRO for
saving women, children and
elders in the Vanni region
from famine, disease and
other various difficulties in
the past because of the eco-
nomic embargo of the previ-

ous government. It is the
TRO which served the dis-
placed and affected peoplein
Jaffna during military opera-
tions," said Mr. lynkaran.

He appeded to al loca
non-governmental organisa-
tionsin the district to be self-
sustainable and not to
depend on the international
volunteer organisations,
which would one day leave
the country.

Mr. T. Thavasilingam,
President of the Trincomalee
District NGOs Consortium,
said that the TRO is having
permanent root in several
countries including the
north-east in the island. It
serves dislocated and dis-
placed Tamil peoplein sever-
al aress.

Ms Ranji Balasingham,
President of the Trincomalee
Women Welfare Organisati-
on, former Divisional Secret-
ary Mr. V. Velummylum and
Mr. K. Thurairethasingham
of Tamil National Alliance
also spoke.
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Deflant Arafat vows
Palestinian statehood

YASSER Arafat toured West
Bank cities for the first time
in five months Monday and
reassured Palestinians they
would win their own state,
brushing aside a vow from
Ariel Sharon's Likud party
never to allow it.

"To Jerusalem we are
headed. Jerusalem is the
capital of our independent
state of Palestine, never mi-
nd who agrees or does not,"
adefiant Arafat told a crowd
in Nablus in the northern
West Bank. The trip began
shortly after the central com-
mittee of the right-wing
Likud party voted never to
accept a Padestinian state,
drawing Arab condemnation
and world concern.

The Likud vote at a heat-
ed convention in Tel Aviv
Sunday marked a victory for
former lIsraeli Prime Mini-
ster Benjamin Netanyahu
over the incumbent Sharon

in a looming battle for the
party leadership.

Palestinian official Saeb
Erekat said the Likud vote
showed Isragl's true inten-
tions and would increase
Palestinians frustration in
their 19-month-old uprising
against Israeli occupation.

An Arafat aide said
Likud's rejection of a Pales-
tinian state undermined the
peace process and the 1993
Oslo accords.

European officials aso
said it would harm the
search for peace and the
United States, Israel's stron-
gest aly, reiterated that it
supported an eventual Pal-
estinian state. "Everybody
has recognized that the only
way to peace is through a
(Palestinian) state. It isapity
that internal politics can
make this process more diffi-
cult,” EU foreign policy
chief Javier Solana said.




